
EMBARGOED UNTIL 9:30AM ON THURSDAY, JUNE 18 

Strategy for Renewal 

Introduction 
 

My team and I began writing this platform in a different world, before COVID-19. We emerge 
from the crisis with an urgent need to renew our society. We need to make a major investment 
in our future. It should be one that leaves tired excuses to delay action on issues like climate 
change and inequality in the past and embraces the best possible version of what B.C. can be. 
 
The crisis makes a few things clear. We now recognize that economic inequality and 
under-investing in public services put us in a precarious position. Before the crisis, half of British 
Columbians were living paycheque to paycheque and our hospitals were running over capacity 
for six years. We need to build a more resilient province where people have far greater 
economic security and our health and public services are robust and preventative in nature.  
 
Another is how much opportunity we have to rethink how we design our communities. It’s 
reminding us of what’s really important. Around the world, people are reflecting on how we can 
prioritize our health, well-being and resilient communities.  
 
A final one is how quickly groundbreaking policies can be enacted when we have sufficient 
political will. During the crisis, the government provided a safe supply to reduce the 
compounding health risks of the opioid crisis. We raised disability and income assistance rates. 
We placed a moratorium on evictions and made transit free. So many reasons for why we can’t 
move forward with sensible, evidence-based policies suddenly evaporated in the face of the 
crisis. This shows that change is possible when we have a little courage. 
 
COVID-19 and the climate and inequality crises intersect: scientists predict that climate change 
will increase pandemics, which will in turn hit the most vulnerable the hardest. We cannot afford 
to invest in a renewal that exacerbates these crises. I have already released elements of my 
economic platform to improve our resilience by investing in health and wellbeing. In that section. 
I highlighted how investments in child care, affordable housing and education can create the 
fundamental economic conditions for innovation and entrepreneurship. In light of COVID-19, 
those investments are all the more vital.  In this section, I lay out my plan for renewal that will 
make our communities more livable and affordable, create economic opportunities and do our 
part to mitigate and adapt to global warming.  
 
This is a time where people are asking for systemic change. This means taking a step back and 
being willing to overhaul our systems. As we move forward with these plans, it is crucial that we 
take equity and existing structural inequalities into account. Our built environment is not exempt 
from the systemic racism and inequality that exists in all our systems. We must ensure these 
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changes are implemented in a way that takes into account historical, structural inequality and 
how we can reimagine our systems to overcome it. 
 
We have a huge opportunity to reimagine what we want our communities to look like. For me, 
that means making them safer, healthier and more connected for everyone. These changes are 
entirely within our grasp, and they have the ability to unite our province behind a common vision 
for our future. It’s time we started thinking beyond a four-year election cycle and focusing on all 
the reasons why change is too hard. We can’t afford to wait to build a better world.  
 
Despite the challenges we face, the opportunity to build a better future is truly exciting and can 
unite us behind a hopeful common purpose. I look forward to implementing these plans through 
the continued growth of the B.C. Green Caucus.  
 
Sonia Furstenau 
 

Platform  

The goal: To facilitate an equitable, sustainable economic renewal that distributes 
prosperity throughout B.C. and improves quality of life for British Columbians. 
 

1. Consult with local governments and other stakeholders to explore how the province can 
support improved livability such as walkable neighbourhoods, complete communities, 
connected communities and healthy community design. Policies may include: 

○ Expanding provincial funding for projects such as bike lanes, parks, community 
spaces, and pedestrian-only streets.  

○ Creating incentives for electric bikes, such as removing PST, and options for 
charging stations. 

○ Exploring incentives to encourage fuel-switching by revising the carbon tax from 
non-GHG emitting fuels (biofuels) to reflect with actual net lifecycle emissions.  
 

2. Develop a green industrial strategy that engages industry, labour and other stakeholders 
to create plans to fairly and efficiently manage carbon budgets while maximising our 
green industrial potential.  
 

3. Engage with industry, labour and other stakeholders to develop green industries and 
direct provincial and leverage federal funding for a just, green economic renewal. Priority 
projects will include: 

○ Affordable rental and co-op housing; 
○ Rapid transit expansion, including new projects, service expansion and fleet 

electrification; 
○ Smaller scale distributed renewable energy projects;  
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○ Materials management (recycling/zero-waste) facilities; 
○ Workforce and small business retraining, re-tooling and upskilling. 

 
4. Work with local and regional governments to establish an equitable, stable long-term 

funding model for transit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background and policy research 
 
COVID-19 has drastically altered our world. While much of this is due to lessons learned directly 
from the pandemic, the crisis has also highlighted many underlying truths about our society. 
Before COVID-19, British Columbians were already struggling with high levels of inequality and 
the affordability crisis. Especially in urban centres, commutes are getting longer as the housing 
crisis pushes peoples’ homes farther and farther away from where they work. Long commutes 
take crucial time away from people that they could be investing in things like their health and 
wellbeing, spending time with their families, and contributing to their communities.  
 
The crisis also reveals our opportunity to build a stronger province. COVID-19 has required us 
to stay closer to home. People are rediscovering their neighbourhoods, walking and cycling 
instead of driving, and spending more time recreating in public parks. Cities around the world 
are rethinking their design to create more public space for social distancing while facilitating a 
high quality of life. For example, Seattle is making its crisis-time decision to make 20 miles of its 
streets pedestrian-only permanent even after the crisis ends.  Expanding the ability to walk and 1

cycle and creating more public spaces will help people stay healthy and connected to their 
communities, in turn improving our province’s overall resilience.  
 
In addition to how COVID-19 has made us view our communities, there is additional fertile 
ground for rethinking how we do things. Younger British Columbians, who have suffered 
disproportionate economic effects from COVID-19, are eschewing cars all together, with ICBC 

1 
https://q13fox.com/2020/05/08/seattle-to-permanently-close-20-miles-of-streets-to-traffic-so-residents-can
-exercise-on-them/ 

 

https://q13fox.com/2020/05/08/seattle-to-permanently-close-20-miles-of-streets-to-traffic-so-residents-can-exercise-on-them/
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seeing fewer 18-21 year olds apply for driver’s licenses.  Broader studies suggest that young 2

people actually prefer other modes of transportation if they are available. Government should 
support this growing demographic to stay out of single occupancy vehicles and embrace other 
forms like transit, cycling, and walking.   3

 
Encouraging more livable communities will also enable us to meet our emissions targets while 
improving quality of life for British Columbians. When people spend less time commuting in their 
cars, they can instead spend it with their friends and families and on their personal health and 
wellness. The province should consult with local governments to determine how it can support 
the creation of more livable communities, such as by developing infrastructure for walkable 
neighbourhoods, complete communities, connected communities, and healthy community 
design. This could take the form of incentives, like tying provincial infrastructure transfers to 
certain targets, as well as direct investment in the form of a Livable Communities Fund that 
would help build things like bike lanes, parks, community spaces, and pedestrian-only streets. 
These measures will build more resilient communities, which will make future crises like 
pandemics and wildfires more manageable.  4

 
We are a mountainous province, and many communities with large elevation changes have 
rightly pointed out that cycling is not always practical. E-bikes, which provide electric uphill 
support while still allowing cyclists to pedal on less steep inclines, have seen a rise in popularity 
in many hilly B.C. communities. But e-bikes are expensive and inaccessible to many. We 
already have significant incentives for electric vehicles, and we should extend them to e-bikes 
as well. I would explore policies, such as removing PST, increasing charging infrastructure and 
creating safe storage, to support more British Columbians to choose this healthy and 
zero-emission form of transportation. B.C. municipalities are already showing leadership on this 
issue, with local governments like Nelson providing financing options.  The province should lend 5

its support.  
 
The effects of climate change are also increasingly impacting our economy. As investors pull 
out of carbon-intensive industries worldwide, B.C.’s economy is made more vulnerable by our 
reliance on these industries. In fact, The National Bank of Canada singles out our exposure to 
the resource sector as one of the biggest challenges for BC’s economy, in addition to household 

2 
https://theprovince.com/news/local-news/demand-for-drivers-licences-decreasing-among-b-c-s-young-pe
ople 
3 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/lanceeliot/2019/08/04/the-reasons-why-millennials-arent-as-car-crazed-as-b
aby-boomers-and-how-self-driving-cars-fit-in/#346f9a3763fc 
4 
https://www.citylab.com/environment/2020/03/coronavirus-urban-resilience-community-economies-covid-
19/608422/ 
5 https://www.nelsonstar.com/news/nelson-offers-financing-for-homeowners-to-purchase-electric-bikes/ 
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debt and rising health care costs.  As raw commodity markets become more volatile, high tech 6

and service industries increasingly drive the global economy. B.C. has made great strides in 
these areas, but there is more work necessary to ensure our economy is providing a high quality 
of life for British Columbians.  
 
The Emerging Economy Task Force, a 2017 BC Green Platform initiative enacted through the 
Confidence and Supply Agreement, was tasked with examining how society and business will 
change in the next 10 years. The task force identified technology and innovation, environmental 
degradation and climate change, social and demographic shifts, and economic inequality as the 
key macro trends that will drive changes in B.C. in the coming decades.  In response, they lay 7

out clear recommendations to build a more sustainable, equitable province. Our province is 
incredibly fortunate to have this expert advice, as well as multi-sector support for this exciting 
vision. As we emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic and look towards renewal, this is the vision 
we should embrace.  
 
We need to ask ourselves: can we afford not to invest in a stronger, more resilient province? 
Prior to the crisis, B.C. was in a solid fiscal position and with room to afford to increase our 
capital expenditures.  The cost of borrowing is incredibly low, and the projects that require 8

investment will spur economic activity. As CCPA economist Alex Hemingway puts it, “making 
public investments with even modest social and economic payoffs will leave us wealthier as a 
society (more than covering borrowing costs) compared to if we don’t make those investments.”   9

 
Decarbonizing our economy must be done in a way that acknowledges the value of existing 
industry. I believe carbon budgets are the best way to do this, and have already advocated for 
their use in my innovation platform. Carbon budgeting, which is already in use in the UK, allows 
jurisdictions to map out a schedule to reduce emissions. This ensures that we do not approve 
projects that would absorb a disproportionate share of our carbon budget, for example like the 
LNG Canada facility.  When large new emitters are built, they create greater pressure on 10

individual British Columbians and other sectors of our economy to reduce emissions by even 
more. Instead, the government should work with industry, labour, and other stakeholders to 
develop a green industrial strategy that will fairly and efficiently manage carbon budgets while 
maximising our green industrial potential.  

6 
https://www.nbc.ca/content/dam/bnc/en/rates-and-analysis/economic-analysis/ProvincialRatingsSnapshot
_170815.pdf 
7 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/employment-business-and-economic-development/economic-develop
ment/emerging-economy-task-force/eetf-final_report-20200511-final.pdf 
8 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/editorials/article-bc-is-in-the-black-heres-how-it-should-spend-it
s-money/  
9 https://vancouversun.com/opinion/alex-hemingway-dont-fear-government-debt-after-covid-19/ 
10 
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/BC%20Office/2020/03/ccpa-bc_
Winding-Down-BCs-Fossil-Fuel-Industries.pdf 

 

https://www.nbc.ca/content/dam/bnc/en/rates-and-analysis/economic-analysis/ProvincialRatingsSnapshot_170815.pdf
https://www.nbc.ca/content/dam/bnc/en/rates-and-analysis/economic-analysis/ProvincialRatingsSnapshot_170815.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/employment-business-and-economic-development/economic-development/emerging-economy-task-force/eetf-final_report-20200511-final.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/employment-business-and-economic-development/economic-development/emerging-economy-task-force/eetf-final_report-20200511-final.pdf
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/editorials/article-bc-is-in-the-black-heres-how-it-should-spend-its-money/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/editorials/article-bc-is-in-the-black-heres-how-it-should-spend-its-money/
https://vancouversun.com/opinion/alex-hemingway-dont-fear-government-debt-after-covid-19/
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/BC%20Office/2020/03/ccpa-bc_Winding-Down-BCs-Fossil-Fuel-Industries.pdf
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/BC%20Office/2020/03/ccpa-bc_Winding-Down-BCs-Fossil-Fuel-Industries.pdf


EMBARGOED UNTIL 9:30AM ON THURSDAY, JUNE 18 

 
We must also recognize that the new jobs provided through this transition may not require the 
same skills that jobs in carbon-intensive industries do. We need to support people and 
communities that have relied on these industries. In doing so, we will also make progress on 
indicators like health, poverty reduction, and equality. We can do this by investing in a just 
renewal that provides training and employment opportunities across the province. There are a 
number of priority projects that will also help us meet other goals, including building affordable 
rental and co-op housing, investing in smaller scale distributed renewable energy projects, and 
building materials management (recycling/zero-waste) facilities. 
 
Biofuels are both an opportunity to reduce carbon emissions and provide new economic 
opportunities for B.C. In addition to emitting fewer GHGs than other fuels, they may also have 
lower emissions during their extraction and production phase depending on their source.  In 11

particular, biofuels produced from waste products that we have in B.C. like wood pulp have 
lower net GHG emissions.  However, biofuels are currently subject to the same motor vehicle 12

fuel tax as higher GHG-emitting fuels, despite lower net emissions.  The province should 13

consider revising the carbon tax on the biofuel portion of gas to reflect actual life-cycle 
emissions.  
 
Finally, BC needs to step up its investment in public transit. While COVID-19 has temporarily 
reduced transit ridership, ridership is beginning to creep back up. Although fears about the virus 
spreading on public transit are understandable during the initial period of uncertainty, the 
emerging evidence suggests that the risk to transit users is actually quite minimal.  Our transit 14

providers are taking precautions to meet the provincial health guidelines and keep riders safe.  
 
Meanwhile, the climate crisis is not letting up. The Arctic is facing record temperatures, and 
carbon emissions are at a record high.  Transportation is one of our greatest sources of 15

emissions. We need to help people get where they need to go efficiently and with a lower 
carbon footprint.  
 
Our province is growing fast, placing more pressure on our transportation systems. Metro 
Vancouver’s population is anticipated to grow by 1 million people by 2050.  The Victoria Capital 16

Region is expected to add another 104,521 residents by 2041.  Kelowna continues to be one of 17

11 https://www.bcsea.org/biodiesel-0 
12 
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/our-natural-resources/forests-forestry/forest-industry-trade/forest-bioeconomy-bio
energy-biop/forest-bioenergy/13325 
13 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960852417321648 
14 https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/06/fear-transit-bad-cities/612979/ 
15 https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2020/05/22/siberia-heat-wave/ 
16 
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/OverviewofMetroVancou
versMethodsinProjectingRegionalGrowth.pdf 
17 http://www.urbanfutures.com/housing-victoria 
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the fastest growing cities in Canada, surpassing 200,000 people in 2019.  Congestion is 18

already a problem in our urban areas, with some studies ranking Vancouver as the worst 
Canadian city to drive in.  We can’t build our way out of this problem with more roads. The 19

evidence is clear that such attempts only make traffic worse.  20

 
There are many projects across the province that will meet the needs of our growing 
communities. As leader, I would work with regional and local governments to determine which 
projects should be the most urgent priority. There are many projects that already have the 
support of local and regional governments, such as the final phase of the Mayor’s Plan and the 
continued electrification of Translink’s bus fleet. The federal government has indicated interest 
in fleet electrification and the province can leverage federal support to get this done.  21

 
We need an approach to transit that does not just focus on one-off projects. As leader, I would 
work with local and regional governments to develop an equitable, stable funding model so that 
we can have certainty that BC will be a transit-friendly province in the long term.  
 
The province needs to shift to a model of stable, predictable funding to build and service transit 
on an ongoing basis. As ridership has declined during COVID-19, our transit providers have 
faced increased financial strain. However, this strain with respect to operating funding predates 
the crisis. Transit providers need predictable funding so that they can plan for the long-term and 
continue to get people where they need to go.  
 
The gas tax, which provides a significant amount of transit funding, is a regressive form of 
taxation and should decline as more drivers switch to ZEVs. The federal government is creating 
a legislated stable transit fund that the province could use as a model. Doing so would enable 
B.C. to deliver new projects on a rolling basis. In the long-term, B.C. should look at 
congestion/mobility pricing as a means of providing revenue for such a fund. Congestion pricing 
is already used in cities like London, Singapore and Stokholm, where the program is supported 
by two-thirds of residents.  The Mobility Pricing Independent Commission produced an 22

excellent report on what this could look like in B.C.  However, as British Columbians, especially 23

in urban areas, are grappling with the affordability crisis, congestion pricing should only be 
implemented in a way that is equitable and affordable. This could mean implementing it after 

18 https://www.kelownacapnews.com/news/kelownas-population-soars-to-140000-people/ 
19 https://bc.ctvnews.ca/vancouver-is-canada-s-worst-city-to-drive-in-study-claims-1.3609105 
20 https://www.wired.com/2014/06/wuwt-traffic-induced-demand/ 
21 
https://www.translink.ca/About-Us/Media/2020/February/TransLink-reveals-bus-fleet-electrification-plan.a
spx 
22 https://www.policynote.ca/mobility-pricing-in-practice-a-look-at-london-stockholm-and-singapore/ 
23 
https://www.translink.ca/-/media/Documents/plans_and_projects/mobility_pricing/mpic_full_report.pdf?la=
en&hash=10B57CB516171C75542226E76B9B7066F65D86B5 
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transit service is expanded to ensure that people have affordable transit options. The province 
should also explore a rebate program similar to what exists for the carbon tax.   24

 
 
 
 

24 
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/BC%20Office/2018/04/CCPA_mo
bility_pricing_summary-final.pdf 
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